
Approve the attached Mutual Aid Agreement between the Consolidated Fire Protection District of Los 
Angeles County (Fire District) and the United States Air Force Plant 42 (Air Force) to continue to 
provide a reciprocal exchange of services in the Palmdale area.  This Mutual Aid Agreement would 
replace an existing 1998 Agreement with the Air Force and remain in effect until terminated by either 
party.

SUBJECT

November 13, 2012

The Honorable Board of Supervisors
County of Los Angeles
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, California 90012
 
Dear Supervisors:

MUTUAL AID AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE PLANT 42 AND THE 
CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY

(5TH DISTRICT) (3 VOTES)

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE BOARD ACTING AS THE GOVERNING BODY OF THE  
CONSOLIDATED FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT OF LOS ANGELES COUNTY:

1. Approve and instruct the Chairman to sign the attached Agreement for Mutual Aid for Fire 
Protection between the Air Force and the Fire District to provide reciprocal exchange of services to 
be effective the day of Board approval and remain in effect until terminated by either party.

2. Delegate the authority to the Fire Chief of the Fire District to amend the Mutual Aid Agreement, as 
needed.

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF RECOMMENDED ACTION

This Mutual Aid Agreement will replace the existing Mutual Aid Agreement between the Air Force 
and the Fire District approved by your Board on January 13, 1998 (No. 71208).  This Mutual Aid 
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Agreement supplements a federal directive (Defense Directive 3025.18) that allows the Air Force to 
respond anywhere within the Fire District for 72 hours if necessary to save lives, prevent human 
suffering and mitigate great property damage.

Mutual aid agreements allow a sharing of resources that reciprocally benefit the jurisdictions of 
participating agencies, providing aid at no additional cost to either party.  The subject Mutual Aid 
Agreement authorizes the continued assistance of the Air Force and the Fire District in the City of 
Palmdale:

• The Air Force will respond within 15 miles from the military aerospace facility known as Plant 42 to 
calls involving fire, hazardous materials and traffic accidents, as well as assign a safety officer for all 
its incidents.  The Chief of Plant 42’s fire department will remain in full command of any crash scene 
involving any military aircraft, with the Fire District providing essential assistance at such incidents.

• The Fire District will respond to incidents at Plant 42 as requested by the Air Force.  The Air Force 
will reimburse the Fire District for extraordinary direct expenses and losses that are additional to the 
normal operating costs incurred while responding to Plant 42.

Implementation of Strategic Plan Goals
Approval of the Mutual Aid Agreement with the Air Force is consistent with Los Angeles County 
Strategic Plan Goal Number 1, Operational Effectiveness, to maximize the effectiveness of the 
County's processes, structure, and operations to support timely delivery of customer-oriented and 
efficient public services; and, Goal Number 5, Public Safety, to ensure that the committed efforts of 
the public safety partners continue to maintain and improve the safety and security of the people of 
Los Angeles County.

FISCAL IMPACT/FINANCING

Services are provided on a reciprocal basis; neither party would be entitled to compensation of 
normal operational costs incurred for services rendered under this Mutual Aid Agreement.  However, 
the Fire District may claim reimbursement for the direct expenses and losses that are additional 
firefighting or hazardous materials incident costs above the normal operating cost incurred while 
fighting a fire or hazardous materials incident response under this Agreement.

There is no net County cost.

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS

This Agreement will supersede the previous Agreement No. 71208 approved by your Board on 
January 13, 1998 and will be effective the day of Board approval and would remain in effect until 
terminated by either party.  County Counsel has approved the Mutual Aid Agreement as to form.

ENVIRONMENTAL DOCUMENTATION

This Agreement is statutorily exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) pursuant 
to Section 15061 (b)(3) of the CEQA Guidelines because it can be seen with certainty that this 
activity will not have a significant effect on the environment.
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IMPACT ON CURRENT SERVICES (OR PROJECTS)

This Mutual Aid Agreement continues an existing 1998 arrangement with the Air Force to provide 
reciprocal assistance at Air Force Plant 42 and the surrounding area.  As intended with mutual aid 
agreements, it continues to authorize the Fire District and the Air Force to work together to assist 
each other in providing sufficient resources that can quickly and adequately respond to emergency 
incidents in the Palmdale area.

CONCLUSION

Upon approval by your Board, please instruct the Executive Officer of the Board to return one (1) 
executed original Agreement and two (2) copies of the adopted Board letter to the:

Consolidated Fire Protection District of Los Angeles County
1320 N. Eastern Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90063
Attention:  Debbie Aguirre, Division Chief, Planning Division

The Fire District will forward one (1) executed original Agreement to the Air Force for their records.

DARYL L. OSBY

FIRE CHIEF, FORESTER & FIRE WARDEN

Enclosures

c: Chief Executive Officer
County Counsel

Respectfully submitted,

DLO:kc
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